
FISCAL NOTE

Bill #: HB0627 Title:  Longevity pay for public defenders

Primary
Sponsor: Joan Hurdle Status: As introduced

__________________________________________________ _________________________________________________
Sponsor signature Date Dave Lewis, Budget Director  Date

Fiscal Summary
FY2000 FY2001
Difference Difference

Expenditures:
   General Fund $57,000 $57,000

Revenue:
General Fund $0 $0

Net Impact on General Fund Balance: ($57,000) ($57,000)

Yes     No Yes    No
X       Significant Local Gov. Impact X          Technical Concerns

  X      Included in the Executive Budget X           Significant Long-
                      Term Impacts

________________________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Analysis

ASSUMPTIONS:
1. Public defenders are not state employees so data regarding numbers and years of service is not readily

available.
2. During the March 8, 1999, hearing in the House Appropriations Committee, testimony was provided that

11or more public defenders have about one year of service; nine have four or more years of service; and
four have six or more years of service.

3. If those numbers were correct, then the FY 2000 longevity cost would appear to be approximately $21,000
with no calculations for anniversary dates because none are known [(9 x $1,000) + (4 x  $3,000) =
$21,000] plus about $3,360 for benefits at 16% on the longevity, for a total of $24,360.
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4. Using the same unverified assumptions, the FY 2001 cost would appear to be approximately $38,118  =
1.16($24,360 + (5 x  $1,500) + (2 x $500)).

5. The bill as written appropriates $57,000 each fiscal year, but no information is available regarding the
basis of calculations used to arrive at the amount of the appropriations.

FISCAL IMPACT:
FY2000 FY2001

Supreme Court Difference Difference
Expenditures:
District Court Reimbursement 57,000 57,000

Funding:
General Fund (01) 57,000 57,000

Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Expenditure):
General Fund (01) (57,000) (57,000)

LONG-RANGE IMPACTS:
This bill mandates additional long-range ongoing costs to the counties.  Some of the increased costs would be
reimbursed from the district court reimbursement fund based on the percentage of time the public defenders
spend on felony cases.

TECHNICAL NOTES:
1. Because the bill as introduced is effective July 1, 1999, and is silent on when qualifying service begins, it is

possible to read the bill as having no fiscal impact until FY 2003 when the first public defenders would be
eligible for longevity pay.

2. If the standard longevity allowance language found in current law 2-18-304 were used as the basis for this
bill, confusion would be eliminated.

3. Testimony in the House Appropriations Committee indicated that some public defenders expect to receive a
lump sum longevity payment.  Longevity usually is paid each pay period beginning on an anniversary date.
The bill may need additional clarification.


